
 
Mayor and Council 

All members of the public in attendance are honorary members of the Council, and as such may comment on all 
items under discussion (subject to the same Rules of Order that apply to elected Council Members).   

 

 
Special Work Session 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023 
7:30 p.m. 

 
Virtual Meeting. To join:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81221813070?pwd=WkprK0RHNHE5Mzl5Y3FLQmFmK3VWQT09   
Or call: 301-715-8592 (Meeting ID: 812-2181-3070 Passcode: 221222) 

 
AGENDA 

 
Call to Order 
Approval of Agenda 

o Amendments to Agenda 
o Stated Conflicts of Interest for Agenda Items 

 
Public Comments 

 
Work Session Discussion Items 

1. Ordinance 2023-OR-02 regarding Ward Boundaries 
2. Ordinance 2023-OR-03 regarding Ward Boundaries 

 
New Business  
Unfinished Business  
Adjournment 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81221813070?pwd=WkprK0RHNHE5Mzl5Y3FLQmFmK3VWQT09


 
Office of Administrative Services 

 
 
TO:             John N. Lestitian, Town Manager 
 
FROM:      Jessica E. Barnes, Director of Administrative Services/Town Clerk 
                                             
DATE:        January 12, 2023 
 
RE:  Ordinance 2023-OR-02 regarding Ward Boundaries and  
 Ordinance 2023-OR-03 regarding Ward Boundaries  
 
 
Action Requested: No action is requested at the January 17th Special Work Session. 
 
Overview: Every ten years following the completion of the U.S. Census, the Town goes through 
a process of redrawing the ward boundaries. 
 
On February 7, 2022, a Redistricting Committee was established by Resolution 2022-R-02. The 
Committee was comprised of Mayor Thompson (chair) and three members of the community.  
 
The Redistricting Committee held public meetings on July 6th, August 11th, September 21st, 
October 19th, November 16th, and December 8th. A Community Conversation was also held on 
November 12th to receive additional feedback from the community.  
 
Redistricting updates were included on the agenda for five (5) Mayor and Council meetings and 
Mayor Thompson provided redistricting updates to the community through his Town Crier 
articles in September, October, November, and December/January. 
 
On December 20th the Redistricting Committee recommended two maps to the Mayor and 
Council. Ordinance 2023-OR-02 and Ordinance 2023-OR-03 include the maps recommended by 
the Redistricting Committee and were introduced on January 9, 2023. 
 
A Special Work Session was scheduled for Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom 
for additional discussion regarding the proposed ward boundary maps. 
 



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK 

ORDINANCE 2023-OR-02  

Introduced By:   CM David Lingua

Date Introduced:   January 9, 2023

Amendments Adopted: 

Date Adopted: 

Date Effective: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

AN ORDINANCE concerning 

WARD BOUNDARIES 

FOR the purpose of altering the boundaries of the six wards in the Town of Riverdale Park 
effective beginning with the Town municipal election to be held on the first Monday in 
May, 2023; providing for the continuation in office of current Council Members in the 
wards from which they were elected until a certain time; providing for the repeal of 
current ward boundaries as of a certain date; and generally relating to the revision of 
ward boundaries in the Town of Riverdale Park.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT:  Section 501(b) of the Riverdale Park Town Charter 
requires that the Town be divided into six wards for municipal voting purposes; that the 
boundaries of these wards be established by ordinance; and that the ward boundaries be reviewed 
following “the decennial year in which the federal census is taken to ensure substantial equality 
of representation as nearly as practicable.” The Town’s current ward boundaries were established 
by Ordinance 2013-OR-01, adopted on February 4, 2013. In accordance with Section 501(b), the 
Town has undertaken a review of the current ward boundaries and determined than an 
adjustment in the boundaries of the Town’s six wards is necessary “to ensure substantial equality 
of representation as nearly as practicable” as a result in population changes in the Town 
documented by the federal 2020 decennial census.  This Ordinance is intended to establish new 
ward boundaries. 

SECTION 1:  BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
RIVERDALE PARK, that for the election of Council Members at the Town of Riverdale Park 
municipal election to be held on the first Monday in May 2023, for terms of office that begin on 
the first Monday in June 2023, and continuing thereafter until modified or altered by further 



ORDINANCE 2023-OR-02  Page 2 
 

Ordinance, the boundaries of the six wards of the Town shall be as shown on the map entitled 
“Ordinance 2023-OR-02 Exhibit A”, attached to this Ordinance and incorporated by reference.    
 
  SECTION 2:  AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that notwithstanding Section 1 of this 
Ordinance, Council Members holding office for terms of office that end when their successors 
take office on the first Monday in June 2023, shall continue to serve until such time from the 
wards established by Ordinance 2013-OR-01. When Council Members elected at the municipal 
election on the first Monday in May 2023, take office on the first Monday in June 2023, the ward 
boundaries as established by Ordinance 2013-OR-01 shall stand repealed and of no further force 
and effect. 

 
SECTION 3:  AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordinance shall become 

effective twenty (20) days after its passage by the Council. 
 
 
ATTEST: COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

RIVERDALE PARK  
 
 
______________________________  
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk 

 
 
____________________________  
Alan K. Thompson, Mayor  
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COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK 

ORDINANCE 2023-OR-03  

Introduced By:   CM Aaron Faulx

Date Introduced:   January 9, 2023

Amendments Adopted: 

Date Adopted: 

Date Effective: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

AN ORDINANCE concerning 

WARD BOUNDARIES 

FOR the purpose of altering the boundaries of the six wards in the Town of Riverdale Park 
effective beginning with the Town municipal election to be held on the first Monday in 
May, 2023; providing for the continuation in office of current Council Members in the 
wards from which they were elected until a certain time; providing for the repeal of 
current ward boundaries as of a certain date; and generally relating to the revision of 
ward boundaries in the Town of Riverdale Park.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: Section 501(b) of the Riverdale Park Town Charter 
requires that the Town be divided into six wards for municipal voting purposes; that the 
boundaries of these wards be established by ordinance; and that the ward boundaries be reviewed 
following “the decennial year in which the federal census is taken to ensure substantial equality 
of representation as nearly as practicable.” The Town’s current ward boundaries were established 
by Ordinance 2013-OR-01, adopted on February 4, 2013. In accordance with Section 501(b), the 
Town has undertaken a review of the current ward boundaries and determined than an 
adjustment in the boundaries of the Town’s six wards is necessary “to ensure substantial equality 
of representation as nearly as practicable” as a result in population changes in the Town 
documented by the federal 2020 decennial census. This Ordinance is intended to establish new 
ward boundaries. 

SECTION 1:  BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
RIVERDALE PARK, that for the election of Council Members at the Town of Riverdale Park 
municipal election to be held on the first Monday in May 2023, for terms of office that begin on 
the first Monday in June 2023, and continuing thereafter until modified or altered by further 
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Ordinance, the boundaries of the six wards of the Town shall be as shown on the map entitled 
“Ordinance 2023-OR-03 Exhibit A”, attached to this Ordinance and incorporated by reference.    
 
  SECTION 2:  AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that notwithstanding Section 1 of this 
Ordinance, Council Members holding office for terms of office that end when their successors 
take office on the first Monday in June 2023, shall continue to serve until such time from the 
wards established by Ordinance 2013-OR-01. When Council Members elected at the municipal 
election on the first Monday in May 2023, take office on the first Monday in June 2023, the ward 
boundaries as established by Ordinance 2013-OR-01 shall stand repealed and of no further force 
and effect. 

 
SECTION 3:  AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordinance shall become 

effective twenty (20) days after its passage by the Council. 
 
 
ATTEST: COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

RIVERDALE PARK  
 
 
______________________________  
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk 

 
 
______________________________  
Alan K. Thompson, Mayor  
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